
Most Likely to Succeed 



There are many 
candidates for 

“Senior 
Superlatives”  
in the Bible 



Cutest Couple: 
Adam and Eve 

 



Most Likely to Find  
the Right Wife:  Solomon 



Best Hair: 
1) Samson  
2) Absalom 



Quietest: 
1) Sarah 

2) Zechariah 
3) The Disciples 



But who gets 
“Most Likely to 

Succeed”? 



Jesus:  “What does it profit a 
man if he gain the whole 
world but lose his own soul?” 

How much stuff, how much 
fame, how much power,  

 
 

does it take to attain 
success? 



Webster's Dictionary: 
Success is 

“the achievement of 
something designed, 

planned or attempted; 
the gaining of fame  

or prosperity." 



 consensus definition  
of success:  

1) making lots of money, 
2) gaining status & fame, 
3) arriving at the top  
of your profession. 

(study by U. of Chicago Professor) 



Candidates include: 
  1) Abraham 
  2) Moses 
  3) David 
  4) Mary 
  5) Peter 
  6) Paul 



Each of these five has 
one thing in common: 

Their achievements and 
failures in life dimmed 
in the light of their 
relationship with God. 



Paul’s  
Definition of 

Success: 
 

Philippians 3:7-14 



Philippians 3:4b-14 
7 If anyone else has reason to 
be confident in the flesh, I have 
more:  circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews;  



Philippians 3:7-14 
as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; 
as to righteousness under the 
law, blameless. 7 But whatever 
were gains to me I now consider 
loss for the sake of Christ.  



8 What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. 
I consider them garbage,  
that I may gain Christ  
9 and be found in him, 



not having a righteousness of 
my own that comes from the 
law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ— 
the righteousness that comes 
from God on the basis of faith. 



10 I want to know Christ—
yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation 
in his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 11 and 
so, somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead. 



12 Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have already 
arrived at my goal, but I press on 
to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me.  
13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: 



Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is 
ahead,  
14 I press on toward the goal  
to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus. 


